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Scotch Bonnet Light Race

The Event Name
June 6, 2025 Tony Gambacurta

The name of our event is sometimes a source of confusion. People may wonder, what is a
Light Race?

The event founder, Peter Allen, was looking for a way to do a long distance race that would be
a test of navigation. This ruled out coastal races. The nearest place that involved offshore
sailing was this place on the chart near Canada called Scotch Bonnet Light.

Below is a chart from the 1980 Sailing Instructions. The significant aspect is that the chart,
from the 70's labels Scotch Bonnet as “Scotch Bonnet Lt.” (Lt. = Light) This is where the
name of the event originated. Current charts label it as “Scotch Bonnet |.”. The | meaning
Island.

| surmise that Peter Looked at the Lake Ontario chart in 1972 and saw Scotch Bonnet Lt and
named it after this clearly marked spot along the Canadian shore.

One may wonder if the charts in the early 70’s said Scotch Bonnet |, as they do now, if the
event might have been named the Scotch Bonnet Island Race.

The event has been referred to a number of ways:
SBL

SBLR

Scotch Bonnet

Scotch Bonnet Race

Scotch Bonnet Light Race

Scotch Bonnet Light Offshore Race

Scotch Bonnet Light House Race (incorrect)

The proper way to refer to our event is:
Scotch Bonnet Light Race -or- SBLR
Sometimes Scotch Bonnet if it makes the narrative flow better.

1980 chart below.



[

O,
il "_"dﬂnic I
MICRO
OTR
chto
B RN A S e T s
ay C
OKTISBCOT\
L anadian
obinson Pt. s
9 %OR e
/ . 4' \“ o Wcllmgton n
. ' ‘(2 4\*““‘“ = oH) © Port Milford
16 12 G / &
' §1 s Scotch Bonnet I,t- Q'N‘Chﬂlqﬂ"' | N Y <
Mulcaster \ 23 |~ Fldsec 745 St M ] \ .
s N h h 2 21 :},4’;/
i3 Palch N 24 “ AN i 5o 0 3
e b N & Fl 10sec 6211 17 51 #4 =Ty
. 18 ' 3 AN REN306 =z B /’_ )
25 N K %, JHORN 710 | >
TS /&MO A / | gen-
\ 170 Pi Detre Ls\ = 2
12 8 " 16 3 7 i o,
\ 11 L V13 - 27 t
oz y

- ’b
LY \<\

'6\
N

AW %,;;; - tq\;ﬁ e

I
“lpmmu\““

\ T\p8t
6)},{//,‘ \\ 111 N D\ S
\‘e \ ™ ¥
\ (o it un ”ul;.u‘un‘tk‘l‘{
‘.‘ ilsgao
§ \ }L ,
= 1o 02 N

5 3 " A Eorh uvprurﬁ‘:\"s\/:\ 13
. By NN TN
f =

RT SEAWAY SODUS
¢/VESSEL TRAFFIC CONTROL

/i

Wallington

-
Brockport e

~A__'.= CA’VAL

Spencerport — \ y

LN
-Salmon /'




